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EXPERIENCE 
 
1991 to present  VIBROCK LIMITED - TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 
 

Vibrock Limited is a company which provides a wide range of environmental 
services with specific expertise in the environmental implications of the use of 
explosives and heavy earth moving plant. 
 
My experience in these fields dates from 1977 when I joined a recently 
formed company of noise and vibration consultants. In 1979 I was promoted 
to Operations Manager and in 1986 was promoted to Senior Technical 
Consultant.   
 
During my 14 years with this consultancy and subsequent years with Vibrock 
Limited I have been involved in an extensive range of problems associated 
with ground and airborne vibrations generated from impulsive sources. This 
has involved the collection and collation of data to present as an expert 
witness to Courts of Inquiry on behalf of the British Coal Opencast, and 
private quarrying and operating companies, advising on explosive charge 
weights for the protection of a wide variety of structures such as oil and gas 
pipe lines, oil storage tanks, reservoirs, computer and other electronic 
installations, private housing, offices, factories etc and investigative studies 
into factors which affect the magnitude of air overpressure and ground 
vibration around surface mineral workings. 
 
I undertake predictions of plant noise relative to quarries, opencast coal sites 
and civil engineering works and on many occasions have appeared at Public 
Inquiries as an expert witness concerning these matters.



 
I also undertake vibration predictions relative to the demolition of structures 
such as those associated with power stations, bridges, multi-storey blocks of 
flats, etc prior to permission being granted which is then related to the 
possibility of structural damage from this activity. Likewise I monitor and 
predict vibration effects from piling operations in relation to their damage 
potential. 
 
I also attend various British Standard meetings discussing environmental 
aspects of blast induced vibration, and am co-author of the revised BS 6472 
document concerning human response to vibration. I also wrote the Code of 
Good Practice concerning ground and airborne vibration from the use of 
explosives on behalf of the Federation of European Explosives 
Manufacturers and was on the committee responsible for the production of 
BS 7385: 1993 regarding damage levels from groundborne vibration. 
 
I have completed a Research Project on behalf of the Department of the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions studying the environmental effects 
of blasting from surface mineral workings. 
 
I regularly give technical lectures on the environmental aspects of vibration at 
training seminars organised by such bodies that include the Institute of 
Explosives Engineers. 
 

1973 to 1977 
Geophysical Research at Leicester University investigating the crustal 
structure of the East Africa Rift Valley by means of seismic and gravity 
surveys. 
 
A list of Technical Papers is attached. 
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